JOHN   EVELYN
Richard's wife Elizabeth was a daughter of Sir John
Pretyman, and during Sir Richard's absence abroad
the house was occupied by her kinsman William
Pretyman,
Evelyn began staying there from time to time, and
when he had returned from his travels took up his
residence at Deptford in 1647 at the wish of his
father-in-law. In 1649 he records that he "went
through a course of chemistry" there. After Charles
Ps execution^ referred to by him as "his Majesty's
decollation/' the property was seized, Evelyn bought
out those who had purchased it from the Trustees
of Forfeited Estates, and the complicated negotiations
which were involved were not terminated till 1653*
The house and adjoining land he bought for ^3^500.
According to the Commonwealth survey of June,
1651,, it was a timbered manor house with one hall,
one parlour, one kitchen, a buttery, larder, dairy
house and three cellars. There were eight chambers,
four closets and three garrets on the second floor.
With stables, courtyard, garden and orchard the
property covered two and a half acres. But Evelyn
purchased in addition a field of a hundred acres,
where he at once set to work on devising and planting
what came to be known as one of the most famous
gardens in the country. The note lie himself made
at a later date gives the best account of the develop-
ment of the property.
"The hithcrmost Grove 1 planted about 1656; the
other beyond it, 1660; the lower Grove 1662; the
holly hedge even with the Mount hedge below 1670,